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Abstract New immigrants and their children need to develop the ability to rec-
oncile perceived dissonances between the worldviews of their parents and
grandparents and those of their peers. This pursuit is made more difficult when they
find that their newly adopted homeland misrepresents their cultural heritage. This
article examines the historical evolution of the Mulan ballad along with issues of
cultural authenticity in folktales. The analysis of three English adaptations of the
ballad demonstrates clear contrasts that either support or complicate identity for-
mation. We suggest that this text set could be used to inform critical classroom
discussions regarding the plurality and fluidity of culture as well as those pertaining
to Chinese heritage and cultural authenticity.

Keywords Cultural authenticity - Chinese folktales - Cultural identity -
Critical literacy - Text sets

Socio-cultural identities and the feelings of belonging that accompany them are
usually first formed at home, among family members. The language used, the stories
told, the ways of knowing and thinking as well as the values shared profoundly
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A preliminary study on Piexau's tribal culture and community relationship
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In recent years, indigenous issues have started to gain attention from society. As a

minority group in Taiwan, indigenous people should have the right and the
opportunity to keep their own tribal organizations to represent their traditional
culture. However, having gone through different political ruling stages, the traditional
system in the community/tribe has disappeared. The development of the tribal
community is rather slow and outdated. Therefore, it is important to deeply
understand the tribal culture before starting to plan community development of tribal
villages. And so, the research team decided to spend more time to get to know the
community and the tribal culture. This study aims to understand the current situation
of the tribal community and the residents' lives. Hence an ethnographic method was
used to record the lives of the Piexau tribal community. Data was collected through
participant observations, field notes, individual interviews, images, and logs.
Interview data with other data was transcribed and categorized foliowing procedures
of Grounded Theory to create themes. There are two major themes in this study:
One is the tribal culture, which represents 'true Piexau' from eyes of Piexau village's
local residents. Their tribal culture can be presented in three parts: the historical and
geographic background of the Piexau, the daily lives of local people, and their
cultural traditions. The second theme is the community relationship, which was
found directly connected with religious beliefs. Thus two parts are included in the
second theme: the conflicts between religious activities and traditional culture, and
the relationship between religious belief and community organization. As a
preliminary study, the major finding of this study focuses on the significant role that
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